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23rd, the third and fourth lines of the Sannaiyat defences
were in his possession. His plan, therefore, had succeeded
almost better than he could have hoped. At the cost of
comparatively few casualties,, he had driven the enemy out of
the first four lines of his main stronghold; he had secured a
position on the left bank from which he could intercept the
retreat of the enemy's army, and he had inflicted far heavier
casualties than he had received.
At 1700 hours on the 23rd, G-eneral Maude issued a short
order in which he laid stress upon the necessity for gaining a
decision by exploiting the success which had been won,, and
in which he ordered the 1st Corps to continue to push the
enemy westwards, the 3rd Corps to concentrate on
the left bank and to enclose the enemy from the west, and
the Cavalry Division to be ready to move at 0600 hours on
the 24th.
In accordance with these instructions, General Cobbe, com-
manding the 1st Corps, ordered vigorous patrolling to be
carried out during the night and a resumption of the attack
to be made next morning. General Marshall, commanding
the 3rd Corps, ordered the 14th Division to advance at "0615
hours on the 24th, and to capture the position which ran
across the neck of the Shumran peninsula about two miles be-
yond the British advance posts, while the 13th Division
crossed the river.
On the 24th, the attack of the 14th Division began, as
planned at 0615 hours. By 0720 hours, after a dashing
advance, carried out under heavy fire, it reached the line of
the Dahra Kidge, a low line of sandhills lying across the
peninsula between the two shoulders of the bends. Here it
was held up by the determined resistance of the Turks, who
clung with desperate tenacity to their ground, which was
broken and intersected by canals and water-cuts.
At Sannaiyat, during the night 23rd/24th, the Turkish
XVIII Army Corps had rapidly fallen back. By dawn on the
24th, the 7th Division had pushed on to occupy the fifth line
of defences and was preparing to advance to the sixth line. At
0630 hours, air reeonnoissance showed the enemy to be in
full retreat. General Maude thereupon issued orders for
the 1st Corps to press on, and for the Cavalry Division to cross
the river at Shumran, pass through the 3rd Corps and take
up the pursuit of the retiring enemy.
By now the enemy's resistance had completely broken down,
and—almost unopposed—during the day the 1st Corps swept
on up the left bank, taking the last line of the Sannaiyat

